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MY FRIENDS AND I FGHMEI}KN ACTION TEﬁM UNDER THE GUIDANCE
OF GIRLS FOR A CHANGE, A NATIONAL NONPROFIT ORGANIZATION THAT
SEEKS TO EMPOWER GIRLS TO MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN THEIR COMMUNITIES.

LW Mazs kiings, tonture, adarary arest,
B he torching of entirg villages and
comemunilizs: in 2 word, gerccidz. In
* he Carfur reaion of weslsm Sudan,
over 00 000 peaple have lost their
7 [eas and over feo millon others
- have baen criven from shisr homas
in @ catagiropni; humanitanian crisis
Thal has crippled the country, Snce
Fehruauy of 2003, the o 5mmem spansored Janjawid mililias fave
Desn waning an increasinaly lerocious snd merciless war againzt
Lo revoluticnany movemesds, the Sudan Liberztion Movement and
[ Justics and Equalily Movernent, wio have besn protesting the
guvesninent’s neglzct of thesr people. Hundreds of thousands morne ane
at risk every dey as rains worsen and rads becomes impassie for
hursanitzrian apencies.

any citizens, and sadly, & number of pecples and governmenls
woridwide are growing despairningly immune 1o e violence. Sul
reading and feaming aboul the rapidly detericrating conditions in
[Ctartur on the confrary moved mes and & feam of [keminded girls in
1y cornnuniby Lo rdiss awsrensss and support & nonprofit organiza-
tion warking to aid women and childran victims of the crigis,

Youth Bonice America iz an oranization that offers support for
youth garvice projects. Thelr indispenzable inspication and guid-
ance in e campaign to develop & youth woics and awareness of
alobal izsues has encouragad milliong of young peopis like me
to sty the warksd more inlenliy Lo reveal probtzms and in lem
wirk 1o alleviate e, An aclive member of YS&' National Youth
Coungil, | have been convinced fo belisve in vouth potential {o
solve even the most seemingly ovenwhelming prablems fzcing the
world, [Lis with this firn conviction and empowerment bestowed
by miy growth &nd expenience with Y54 that my friends and |
ombarked an uur campal-gn i} and genccu;‘!*-
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fﬁ‘ﬂ' yﬂu v wauld like fo I@qrn mote q';:u:-t.-‘l‘ the pe —m
actiwist nrgdanufmn.s Faﬂ!':lnlg for new members. Be sure to check out websites [ike: ! ]
o wuwslmnraach org e savedariurong e standnowong
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Py team's first s1ep 10 conslructing a wable project in our
community was o reseanch e orisis even further and develop a
comprehensive binder of the [atest news and reports surmaunding the
international cormmunings respanss to the genocide. We became a
membaer of ol nonprafit coganizations seeking o make change
and attended local *Carfur Daws” and “Darfur Seminars® to enrich
cur understznding of the conflict and its paricipants. Throwgh our
nstworking, we were able b conlacl 2 number of gxperl speakers

on Lig penocide o present &l the Darfur Benefitwe had decidad 1o
fdd. Simon and ool Deng of the Lost Bays of Sudsn; Gerri Millar of
the: Bay Area Save Darfier Coalition; and Llowd Sacks, a fomnes Unitsd
Mations Food snd Agriculbuers Organization officer, sl agraed to share
their knowledge at aur evant. W also solicited o myriad of othgr
ronprodits tosct up informatonal booths during the dey, and wens
partially successiel in our efloms.,

ennmde in Darf‘ur, there are numercus

I FDOZENS Inv OUR COMMUNMITY EMERGEDR FROM

THEIR EXPERIENCE EMLIGHTENER ANE INFFIRED
T MAKE A DIFFEREWCE"™

\

After ressarching worliyy humanitarian arganizations warking

on e Tighd in Garfur, my team finally sslecled e Sudan-Reach
Women's Foundalion 23 the agency we lelt mast suited to receive
our furds: Since 2004, Sudan-Beach has worked with husdrods
of families in Darfur to provide direct aid, counseling, educa-
tian, and healthcare assistance toowormen and childres refugees.
Surdan-Reach was suppartiva of our effons to raise awareness
and mailed vz infarmational fiyers, brochures, donstion boses,
and other educational malerizls 1o distribule at our event, which
we titled "Destitute bui Determined: The Darfur Story.”

e darfurgenocide.ory weeewglobedordaruroeg ___;,f'
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grants, our final and most crifical sction was to advarlise: on lhe
racin, on Facehook, on MySpacs, in local and school newspapers,

anywivere we could spread avareness and culfivate inferest of our

avanl, Ky tleam produced (vers and brochures of cur own which
we poslad in local stores, businesses, libranies, and schools.
Through aur tireless netwarking and overiuees o local media
agencies, the word of our event speead.

CIUr AWArEnass CAMPEION Was an Snormous suceess: heciuse
teachers in many schoois in e ares had made it an exdra credit
assignment for their sludents 1o learn zbout & prassing social

izsue, enlire classes came fo our event in addition to various com-

muriily members and oiher Dariur advocates. In all of the evaly-
aticns we raceived, and by speaking o the participants, we were
cormrmended for our efforis fo atiract public attention 1o & protizm
a0 atrocious yet 5o blatantly disregardzd by our society and our

Crganize @ Dollas-lor-Darlur Day at your school or college:

| cregte a fundraizsing campaign ameng the stedent body and

faculty al your school by requesting each person tz bring in
at least ane daliar to pledge to ending the genocide in Darur,
You can hang posters around campus and hold lunchiime
activities and talks to cdusate vour school community and
therciore ingpirs them 1o donale 1o vour cause,

Croznize a film scraening that showicases a documentary akout
Carfur; There are numsrous oroanizatons out thers beseeching
you 10 showase their filma about the devasiation ravaging
Ckarfur: God Grew Tired of Us, Darfur Diaries, and Living
with Refugees are just a few documentarias you can access
cnling or purchase screening rights for, You can hold reflectian
aoasions after the film to animalz people's thaughls and
reacfions fo what they learnad and saw.

Crigarize z discussion forum within ywour schodd, cluh, crganization,
ar communiny e educate and raise awansness dboul the penocide.
By orgenizations like STAMD feaww stanchiiee o) are cages o
send you infermational materials or othareiss assist you in
implemanting such svenls.

= —gmn —— —————
IF ¥OU TODWOULD LIKE TO ACTIVELY RAISE AWARENESS AND MAKE A DIFFERENCE, - | I
HERE ARE A'FEW SIMPLE WAYS YOU CAN-GET IN\I'DLUED N THIS'GLOBAL CAMPAIGN

| TO'END: GENOCIDE, | ONE L!'ITLE STEP AT A TIME: -
f* 1-_;:___.__
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—Teanars, Mors than simply a benefit 10 raise money, wa wers

lodd, cur project had served as 4 pzocing bul vilal epiphany:
dozens in our community emerged from their experience
erlightened and inspired to make a difference.
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i Distribute flvers and brochures in you local Fhraries, coffon

shops, or public bulletin boards; thess brochures you can
obtain directly by contacting warious humzanitarian agencies
and requesting a ceain number of copies, or vou can
perform research for your own beretit and compile
resources of your own,

Write Ietters and petitions to your local and state officials 1o
lonby For increased U5, invalvermnenl in e peacekssping
fore2 in Sudan: you can find tamplates for such petitioes online,

for gxample al weee, peiiliononline com/samhamam/ petition,

himl and coalitipnicedarfyver bloasool comd 200512/ neti-

¢ tion.himl lor ideas,

06 [ Read, o nonprofit crganizations, resesch—LEARN shout the
h en0CE [ detenming your unigus way of making changs,
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