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:fxteen -year-old Stephanie Ramirez, left, talks with her mother, Lorraine Ramirez,
ver dinner. Both have partimpated in the Girls For A Change group.

Mercury News
Stephanie Ramirez, 16, mthspﬂedhmr
thick eyeh.ner and numerous body pierc-
ings, knows what people think when they
pass her on the street: “Trouble.”

Naiema Din, 16, aMuslzmwhommake— i

up-free and wears a hijab (covering) along
with her jean jacket and flip-flops,
what people think when they see her:
“Oppressed')l

Today, both San Jose girls will stand be-
fore 1,200 of their peers at the San Jose
McEnery Convention t'Cem:e:r and1 askisi
them, just for a day; to forget about lool
and think about change.

“Stop with the fashion and the TV for a
second,’ ‘Stephanie said in an interview
before the summit, “Focus on your mind.

Fncus on your ideas — that thing in the
back of your mind that you wouldn't even
say to your friends.”

. The two veterans of Girls For A
Change, a non-profit South Bay group
challenging teen girls to identify problem
issues in their lives — and work to solve
them — will help the organization host its
second summit, drawing girls from 50
Bay Area middle and high schools for a
day of workshops, performances and in-
spirational TS,

The non-profit group, funded in part by
major corporations such as Citibank and
National Semiconductor, was founded to
spur community action mainly among
girls in low-income, high-crime neighbor-

See GIRLS, Page 5B
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What Giﬂs For A Change Summit
Whe: Open to all gitls in grades 6-12

Where: San Jose McEnery
Convention Center

Cost: Free
Wher Today; registration, 8-8:45

am, checkin, 830-915am;
opening ceremony, 930 am.

Keynote speakier: Rebecca Walker,
author, activist, co-founder of the
Third Wave Foundation.a .

philanthropic erganiza
waomen, and daughtert
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Workshops: Topics include femmlsm,

metoring, seif-empowermert,

body image, hip-hop and career
chaices.
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